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between these groups. I had neither the time nor the
opportunity to find out much about the terrorist move-
ment, which was receiving a great deal of attention and
advertisement from official sources. As far as I could
gather, it had no political significance whatever, and tke
old members of the terrorist groups had no faith left in it.
They were beginning to think on different lines. Resent-
ment at Government action in Bengal had, however, led
individuals here and there to break loose and indulge in a
kind of feud. Indeed, on either side this idea of a feud
seemed to be dominant. On the side of the individual
terrorists this was obvious enough. On the side of the
State also the attitude was far more that of carrying on a
feud, with occasional reprisals, than of calmly grappling
with an anti-social occurrence and suppressing it. Any
government faced by terroristic acts is bound to combat
them amti try to suppress them. But serene control is
more becoming in a government than excessive action
applied indiscriminately to guilty and innocent alike, and
chiefly to the latter because they are sure to be more
numerous. Perhaps it is not easy to remain calm and
collected in the face of such a threat. Terroristic acts
were becoming rare, but the possibility of them was ever
present, and this was enough to upset the composure of
those who had to deal with them. Sj^iLS^^iilP^H1^
enough, are not a disease but the syrngto^of a disease.
It is futile to treat the synipt<Si^^

I believe that a number of young men and women, who
are supposed to have dealings with terrorists, are really
attracted by the glamour of secret work. Secrecy and
risk have always an appeal for the adventurous type of
youth ; the desire to be in the know, to find out what ail
this shouting is about, and who are these men behind tke ,
scenes. jfcjs Uie call of the detegftve^stoiy* These people